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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from the Institution of Civil Engineers, Scotland 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those 
for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, 
provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in 
Scotland? 

The Institution of Civil Engineers Scotland has considered for some time that the planning 
of, and investing in, our Infrastructure is a priority for our economy and that this will be 
fundamental to economic recovery. That this planning & investment is carried out in a 
sustainable way with all environmental aspects included has been part of this consideration 
and we fully support the principles of sustainable development 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Developing a Green Recovery will involve significant change in the way we plan, design, 
deliver and use our infrastructure. This will require a process of information and education 
to help overcome a natural resistance to change. The huge and wide ranging scale of the 
change required to develop our infrastructure to new sustainable standards cannot be 
underestimated. The investment in terms of both cost and time will be considerable. We will 
need to develop new technologies some of which may not even yet exist to deliver this 
green transformation. There is in the infrastructure sector, as there is in other sectors, a 
concern over the availability of the necessary skills to fully deliver a green transition. New 
skills development and skills transfer will need to be planned, supported and funded.   

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Procurement policy will need to embed green recovery principles within their procedures. 
The planning and design of infrastructure adaptation, refurbishment, renewal and 
development will need environmental principles adopted from inception. This will need 
circular economy principles to be fully embraced. Policy needs to consider investment on 
improving the environmental performance of our existing infrastructure stock and a first 
priority. Funding policy will need to accept the investment required and look at delivery on a 
Whole Life assessment basis. Procurement policy needs to embrace local delivery 
principles. Funding mechanisms should be set to benefit investment with best 
environmental outcomes.   

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a 
green and sustainable recovery? 

As already noted, the scale of investment required to deliver the required levels of 
environmental performance of our infrastructure cannot be underestimated and sufficient 
funding needs to be established. Funding mechanisms need to focus on net zero type 
infrastructure. The Budget needs to plan for strong and continuous investment in 
infrastructure over the long term.  

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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General response 

The Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) is the independent voice on infrastructure and the 
leading source of expertise in infrastructure and engineering policy.  

ICE is a global body with 92,000 members. ICE Scotland represents over 8,500 members, 
who are drawn from across the public, private and academic sectors. Our members design, 
build and maintain Scotland’s critical transport, water, flooding, energy and waste 
infrastructure as well as educating the next generation of engineers. However, we are not a 
trade body. Our Royal Charter requires that we act in the public interest and the following 
comments have been developed in this way.  

As set out in our Charter for Sustainable Development, we recognise that sustainable 
practices will be central to meeting our future aspirations - and a key component of good 
practice in Civil Engineering1.  We recognise that designing Infrastructure in accordance 
with all sustainable and environmental principles will be fundamental in making a Green 
Recovery and we welcome all steps taken by the Scottish Government to develop policy 
mechanisms in this area.  

Sustainability and Net Zero has been considered by the infrastructure sector for some time, 
and we would encourage the Scottish Government to broaden out proposals in this 
consultation in order to ensure far-reaching policy which challenges current processes.  

ICE Scotland recognises some particular areas of importance to the infrastructure sector as 
regards this consultation which we have referred to in our responses above. Procurement is 
very much part of this. Procurement strategies are evolving, with sustainability metrics 
increasingly embedded into regulated procurements. As more enterprise-like procurement 
strategies are adopted by industry2, we see scope for increasingly embedding 
environmental principles into industry practices. Our submissions to the Infrastructure 
Commission for Scotland and the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery have covered 
these topics. The Institution  

Ensuring that sustainable approaches are made to infrastructure projects will require 
considerable technical expertise (for example, in determining the appropriateness of new 
(recycled) materials, and re-evaluating industry rules and standards). Our 2018 State of the 
Nation Report on Infrastructure Investment3 set out recommendation covering 
decarbonisation and the establishment of a Scottish Infrastructure Commission. We are 
currently working on our 2020 Report which is on the subject of the Economic Benefits of 
Climate Ready Infrastructure. In addition, our 2020 UK SoN report was published in July of 
this year specifically discussion Net Zero Infrastructure4.  The breadth, depth and 
unparalleled independent expertise within the ICE membership offers a valuable resource, 
and we would be happy to contribute further to this workstream as it develops.  

 

                                            
1 https://www.ice.org.uk/ICEDevelopmentWebPortal/media/Documents/Regions/UK%20Regions/ICE-Charter-
for-Sustainable-Development.pdf 
2 http://www.p13.org.uk/ 
3 https://www.ice.org.uk/about-ice/near-you/uk/scotland/publications/state-of-the-nation-scotland-2018-
infrastructure 
4 https://www.ice.org.uk/ICEDevelopmentWebPortal/media/Documents/News/ICE%20News/State-of-the-
Nation-2020-Infrastructure-and-the-net-zero-target.pdf 
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